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Water Resources Institute Named Part of International Network 
GVSU' s Water Resources Institute (WR!) 
is the first organization in Michigan to be 
designated as a Center for Environmental 
Education by the Alliance for Environmen-
tal Education, the largest environmental 
education association in the country. 
The WR! is a faculty-based research or-
ganization founded in 1986. Composed of 
faculty from the fields of biology, geology, 
chemistry, natural resources management, 
and related disciplines, the institute was 
established to protect, preserve, and im-
prove water resources . The WR! works 
toward this goal through research on water, 
water resources, aquatic conservation and 
related environmental issues, public educa-
tion , and outreach programs designed to 
equip decision makers with environmental 
knowledge. 
As a Center for Environmental Educa-
tion, WR! will coordinate and support the 
Program to Improve Science Education 
(PRISE) and other GVSU science education 
programs in which teachers and prospec-
tive teachers enroll. 
"As a participant in the alliance's net-
work of centers , GVSU faculty will have 
additional opportunities to work coopera-
tively with organizations throughout the 
country," said Ronald Ward, WR! director. 
Ward said a local advisory board com-
posed of faculty from GVSU and other 
universities, teachers, and others concerned 
with environmental education will help en-
sure that the center meets the needs of the 
region. 
According to P. Douglas Kindschi, Dean 
of Science and Mathematics, the designa-
tion is another indication that the institute 
has been recognized as a valued resource in 
west Michigan and beyond. 
"Since the WR! was founded, we have 
received significant support from the Grand 
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Rapids, Kresge, Steelcase, and Kellogg Foun-
dations, and a variety of industries and 
individuals," he said. "Receiving this desig-
nation from the largest environmental edu-
cation group in the country further recog-
nizes our ability to make a direct impact on 
environmental quality." 
New Director Named 
"We are very pleased to be named a part 
of this network and look forward to working 
with other centers to improve and protect 
our environment," Ward added. 
For School of Engineering 
P. Douglas Kindschi , Dean of Science 
and Mathematics, has announced the ap-
pointment of Paul Plotkowski as the direc-
tor of the School of Engineering. He will 
assume the position on July 1. 
Formerly the director of Manufacturing 
Systems Engineering and associate profes-
sor of engineering at GM! Engineering and 
Management Institute, Plotkowski holds 
bachelor's and master's degree in mechani-
cal engineering, and a doctorate in systems 
engineering from Oakland University in 
Rochester. 
"We are fortunate to have added Dr. 
Plotkowski to our program," said Kindschi. 
"His knowledge of Michigan's manufactur-
ing base and the needs of firms employing 
engineers will benefit our engineering pro-
gram and its graduates. " 
Across Campus 
University Approves Purchase 
Of Downtown Properties 
On April 26, the Grand Valley State 
University Board of Control approved the 
purchase of three lots on Mt. Vernon N.W., 
previously the site of a foundry. The prop-
erty lies west of the L. V. Eberhard Center, 
adjacent to U.S. 131 on Mt. Vernon Av-
enue. 
"The university was approached by the 
seller to see if we were interested in purchas-
ing the property," said Ronald F. 
VanSteeland, Vice President for Finance 
and Administration. "While we have no 
specific plans for the parcel at this time, 
razing the dilapidated buildings will improve 
the area . With this latest purchase, GVSU 
now owns 15 acres in downtown Grand 
Plotkowski has earned a nur:1ber of 
awards, including the Society of Mechanical 
Engineers' (SME) Outstanding Young Manu-
facturing Engineer Award, GM[ Alumni 
Association's Outstanding Teaching Award, 
and the Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding Educator 
Award. He was also named Oakland Uni-
versity Alumni Association Graduate Fellow 
for 1980-81. He is the author and co-
author of numerous articles and publica-
tions and has conducted research spon-
sored by General Motors, the Newport 
Corporation, View Engineering Corpora-
tion, SME, and other professional engineer-
ing organizations. 
The School of Engineering was estab-
lished in 1988 and received accreditation 
from the Engineering Accreditation Com-
mission of the Accreditation Board for En-
gineering and Technology last year. 
Rapids. The sale price for the property is 
$200,000, less any expenses which may be 
related to the transaction." 
Plans submitted to the state legislature 
earlier this year include adding a graduate 
library and facility for the Seidman School 
of Business to the downtown campus as 
soon as state funds are available. 
Beachnau Receives 
1991AP Award 
Andy Beachnau, associate director of 
Housing, received the 1991 Administra-
tive/Professional Achievement Award at 
the AP Luncheon on April 22. President 
Arend D. Lubbers presented Beachnau with 
a clock in recognition of Beachnau's years 
continued on page 2 
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of service to the university. His name will be 
added to the plaque in the Oak Room, 
which displays the names of past award 
recipients. Beachnau has been with the 
university since 1982; he is the seventh 
recipient of the award. 
Nominations are requested from AP staff 
each year for this award. An awards com-
mittee, composed of members from the AP 
Committee, reviews all nominations and 
selects the award recipient . 
Auction '91 Raises $150,101 
WGVU/WGVK-TV's Spring Auction, 
which was held April 26-28, raised 
$150, 101, surpassing its goal by $101. 
This was the first time that the auction was 
split into spring and fall weekends (the Fall 
Auction will be held October 18-20). It was 
also the first time the event was held in the 
studios of WGVU/WGVK-TV. 
Michael Walenta, general manager of 
the stations, said that everyone at the sta-
tion is pleased with the success of the new 
format. 
New Wrestling Coach 
Appointed 
David Snook has been named the new 
wrestling coach at Grand Valley State Uni-
versity. Snook, 38, replaces Jim Scott, who 
founded the highly successful Laker wres-
tling program in the early 1970s. Scott 
stepped down last month, citing health rea-
sons and a desire to move into other aca-
demic pursuits. 
Snook, a 1970 graduate of Grand Rap-
ids Union High School, is aware of the 
Grand Valley tradition of excellence in wres-
tling. "I've known Jim Scott since he offici-
ated in wrestling when I was in high school," 
he said. "I have followed his program since 
then, and I consider it a great honor to take 
over for him," Snook added. 
Snook, who earned a degree in physical 
education and a teaching certification from 
Central Michigan University, has been a 
college wrestling coach for the past seven 
years. He served as assistant coach at North 
Idaho Junior College in Coeur d'Alene from 
1983 to 1985. His team won the national 
JUCO wrestling championship in his sec-
ond year. After a year as assistant wrestling 
coach at Clackmus Community College in 
Oregon, he moved to Alaska Pacific Univer-
sity in Anchorage, where he served as head 
wrestling coach. He developed the first 
collegiate wrestling program in Alaska, fin-
ishing second among NAIA schools nation-
ally in 1987 . 
Snook has recently finished course work 
for a master's degree in adult education. 
GVSU Spending Lower 
Than National Average 
GVSU' s educational expenditures for full-
time equated (FTE) students is lower than 
the national average . According to a re-
cently published report by Research Associ-
ates of Washington, public institutions spent 
4 .1 percent more per FTE student in 1989-
90, an increase of $229 per student. GVSU 
spent only 1.5 ~rcent more in 1989-90 
per student, or $80. 
In the 1989-90 academic year, public 
institutions nationally spent an average of 
$5,783 per FTE student for instruction and 
support . By comparison, Grand Valley spent 
$5,530 per FTE student during the same 
period. 
Development Office Relocates 
GVSU's Development Office will move 
from 2 Fountain Flace to new offices in 
Riverfront Plaza in June. The new location, 
at the east end of the blue pedestrian bridge, 
places the staff in closer proximity to the 
LV. Eberhard Center. University parking, 
increased computer and telephone capabili-
ties, and additional support services will be 
available. 
Golf Course Update 
GVSU has entered into an initial agree-
ment with First Golf Corporation to develop 
a golf course on the Allendale campus. The 
initial phase, scheduled for completion by 
mid-June, will investigate course layout, 
construction, and financial feasibility . 
GVSU Hosts Sports Camps 
Grand Valley State University will host a 
variety of sports camps for school-age ath-
letes this summer. Laker varsity coaches will 
conduct week-long sessions in boys' basket-
ball June 23-28, with a shooting camp June 
16-19 and varsity team camp June 19-22 
and June 30...July 3. A baseball camp will be 
held July 7-12, and track camp will meet 
July 14-19. The football camp is to be held 
June 17-18, with a techniques camp from 
June 23-27. Girls' volleyball school will be 
held July 13-16, and SCI volleyball is sched-
uled for July 18-21. 
Diving camps will be held in three ses-
sions: June 24-28, July 8-12, and July 15-
19. Swimming camp will convene August 5-
9, and girls' basketball camp will run July 
21-26. The USA national developmental 
wrestling camp will be held June 16-20, 
with the Michigan/USA wrestling camp 
scheduled for July 21-26. The Cramer ath-
letic training camp will be held August 4-7. 
A variety of room and board plans are 
available for both resident and commuter 
camp participants. For more information, 
or to receive registration forms, contact the 
Athletic Department at ext. 3259. 
Fiscal Year-End Budget 
Reminder 
The Budget Office would like to remind 
departments to review outstanding encum-
brances now to prepare for the end of the 
fiscal year. Jan Vorenkamp, ext. 2202, and 
Bob Daniels, ext. 2201, will provide assis-
tance to anyone with questions or prob-
lems. Those with Designated Account defi-
cits, or grant matches requiring action by 
June 30, should call Star Hine at ext. 2205 . 
People with questions about year-end 
planning should call Ester Burns in Purchas-
ing at ext. 2282, or Jo Kilpatrick in the 
Budget Office at ext. 2234. Problems with 
particular funds should be directed to Lisa 
Luckenbaugh, ext . 2204 (auxiliary/plant 
funds) , Star Hine, ext. 2205 (designated/ 
restricted funds), or Terri Leeson, ext . 2231 
(general/agency funds). 
Volunteer GVSU! Program 
Receives Recognition 
The Volunteer GVSU! community ser-
vice project was selected as a finalist in the 
Second Annual Golden Rule Awards spon-
sored by The United Way and J .C. Penney. 
The program was chosen for the number of 
total hours served, student, faculty, and staff 
participation, and the diversity of agencies 
GVSU volunteers served. The program re-
ceived a $250 award, which will be donated 
to the Guiding Light Mission in Grand Rap-
ids. 
During the 1990-91 academic year, 
Volunteer GVSU! generated more than 
12,500 hours of service and served over 
100 agencies . Approximately 2,000 stu-
dent participated in 150 projects. 
Faculty and staff who wish to become 
involved in the program should contact Jay 
Cooper in the Student Life Office. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Carl Bajema, biology professor, wrote 
an article titled "The First Logging Railroads 
in the Great Lakes Region," which was 
published in the April issue of the journal 
Forest and Conservation History. The ar-
ticle summarizes the history of the Blendon 
Lumber Company, which built and oper-
ated the first steam-powered logging rail-
road in North America near the Allendale 
campus. 
Christopher Barbee, producer and 
reporter for WGVU-FM, and Kim Chelsea, 
announcer and host for WGVU-FM, repre-
sented the station at the 1991 Media Minor-
ity Career Day in Grand Rapids on April 26. 
Irving Berkowitz, director of the School 
of Social Work, presented a paper titled 
"The Challenge of Change : The 
Communiversityofthe 21st Century" at the 
Higher Education in the 21st Century: Is-
sues and Imperatives Conference, held on 
April 23 at Calvin College. Berkowitz and 
Ronald Poitras, associate professor of 
anthropology and sociology, conducted a 
leadership workshop for the staff of the 
Refugee Assistance Program of Bethany 
Christian Services in Holland on April 25. 
John Bornhofen, finance professor, 
discussed a paper titled "Congressional 
Politics and Corporate Acquisition Activity" 
and chaired a session on "Special Topics in 
Corporate Acquisitions" at a meeting of the 
Midwest Finance Association in St. Louis on 
April 5 . 
Kelley Conrad, director of Special Ser-
vices, nominated senior Mary Reid-Seith for 
the 1991 Michigan Chapter of the Mid-
America Educational Opportunity Program 
Personnel (MI/MAEOPP) scholarship. Reid-
Seith was selected as the scholarship recipi-
ent. 
June Fletcher and Mercedes Toohey, 
Educational Connections counselors, pre-
sented a workshop titled "Native American 
and Hispanic Stereotypes" at the Ml/ 
MAEOPP Conference in Lansing on April 
28. 
William Force, education professor, 
has been elected vice president and presi-
dent-elect of the Michigan Association of 
Professors of Educational Administration. 
He presented a workshop titled "Leader-
ship T earn Building" for the Kent Commu-
nity Education Association administration 
and staff. 
Lucille Grimm, assistant professor of 
nursing, presented a workshop titled "Con-
flict Management" for the Hospice of Greater 
Grand Rapids on April 7, 9, 14, and 16. 
Thomas Gruszka, assistant professor 
of mathematics and computer science, was 
the leader of a team of GVSU students in the 
1991 Mathematical Contest in Modeling. 
The team, the first from GVSU to compete 
in the national contest, received a Meritori-
ous Award. 
Janet Heller, visiting assistant profes-
sor of English, had her poem titled "Epi-
gram for the Educational Testing Service," 
published in the anthology Women's Glib: 
A Collection of Women 's Humor pub-
lished by The Crossing Press. She will present 
a paper titled "The Drama Criticism of Sir 
Walter Scott" at a meeting of the Midwest 
Modern Language Association on Novem-
ber 15 in Chicago. 
Jann-Huei Jinn, visiting associate pro-
fessor of mathematics and computer sci-
ence, was a co-author of an article titled 
"The Use of Imputed Values in Secondary 
Data Analysis," which was published in the 
proceedings of the Seventh Annual Census 
Bureau Research Conference, held in Wash-
ington, D.C., March 18-20. 
Frances Kelleher, assistant professor 
of history, has received a National Academy 
of Education Spencer Fellowship for 1991-
92 to complete her project titled "Pillars of 
the Republic or Architects of the Future?: 
Primary School Teachers in France, 1880-
1914." The fellowship provides a year for 
full-time research. 
Donald Klein, professor of accounting 
and taxation, is the co-author of an article 
titled "Springing to World-Class Manufac-
turing," which was published in the March 
issue of Management Accounting. He was 
the keynote speaker at the Strategic Issues 
Series of West Michigan, held on April 25 in 
Grand Rapids. His presentation was titled 
"World-Class Manufacturing Thinking-The 
Philosophy of the Theory of Constraints." 
John Koches, research associate for 
the Water Resources Institute, was the guest 
speaker at the Grand Rapids Area Chamber 
of Commerce Environmental Affairs Com-
mittee meeting, held on April 22. He dis-
cussed the WRI Groundwater Data Base 
and the institute's use of geographic infor-
mation systems in its evaluations of environ-
mental contamination sites. 
Louette Lutjens, visiting assistant pro-
fessor of nursing, presented a paper titled 
"Variables Affecting Length of Stay: A Com-
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puterized Data Base Study" at the Fourth 
International Conference on Nursing Use of 
Computers and Information Science, held 
in Melbourne, Australia, on April 16. The 
paper was included in the proceedings of 
the conference, published by Springer-
Verlag. 
Susan Martin, associate professor of 
accounting and taxation, was appointed by 
Governor John Engler as chair of the State 
of Michigan Hospital Finance Authority for 
a term expiring in March 1995. The ap-
pointment is subject to confirmation by the 
state Senate. She attended the National Tax 
Association conference on "How States 
Should Tax Business" on March 7-8 in San 
Antonio. 
continued on page 4 
Human Resources 
Office Notices 
Benefit Fair Results 
Over 550 Faculty and Staff members 
attended the GVSU Fringe Benefits Fair 
held April 18th. Representatives from all of 
the organizations that provide benefits and 
services to GVSU participated. The excel-
lent turnout helped make the Fair a fun and 
informative event. 
A flyer was sent to all Faculty and Staff 
last week listing all the winners of the more 
than 60 door prizes. 
Tom Beukema won a $100 savings bond 
by being one of many people to guess 
closest to the University's cost for providing 
health insurance for 1 year. Tom's name 
was drawn from several people who guessed 
$2,500,000, which was closest to the ac-
tual 1990 cost of $2,469,582. This aver-
ages out to a per individual cost of about 
$3,000. Individual estimates from people 
who entered the contest ranged from 
$10,000 to $4.9 billion . 
James Clover won a $50 savings bond 
by guessing closest to the cost for the Paid 
Prescription card for 1 year. His guess of 
$280,000 was the closest to the actual 
1990 cost of $270,244. Individual esti-
mates ranged from $5,000 to $6 billion. 
The Human Resources Office would like 
to thank everyone whose special effort 
helped make the Fair a success and to all 
who attended. 
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William Neal, geology professor, wrote 
a book review of The Climatic Atlas of 
Michigan by Val Eichenlaub. The review 
was published in the spring issue of the 
Michigan Academician . 
Karen Novotny, assistant professor of 
mathematics and computer science, chaired 
the 13th Annual GVSU Calculator Contest 
on April 11. More than 400 students from 
24 area schools participated in the event, 
which is sponsored by the Mathematics and 
Computer Science Department. 
Diana Pace, director of Counseling 
Services, and Virginia Stamler, senior 
counselor for Career Planning and Counsel-
ing, presented a workshop titled "Research 
on Practice and Practical Research Within 
University Counseling Centers" at the Great 
Lakes Regional Conference of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, held in 
Kalamazoo on April 20. Pace and H. Bart 
Merkle, Assistant Provost and Dean of 
Students, wrote an article titled "Theme 
Months: A Practical Approach to 
Cocurricular Education," published in the 
spring issue of the NASPA Journal. 
Donald Pottorff, assistant professor of 
education, participated in the Multicultural 
Day Celebration at Van Raalte Elementary 
School in Holland by giving a talk and slide 
presentation on the People's Republic of 
China on March 22. 
Maxine Rogowski, public safety assis-
tant, has been re-elected as director by 
Classification-Office Personnel of the Michi-
gan Education Association/Education Sup-
port Personnel. 
James Sanford, professor of account-
ing and taxation, presented a paper titled 
"Current Trends in Accountants' Llability to 
Third Parties When Preparing Unaudited 
financial Statements" at the Tri-State Re-
gional American Business Law Association 
annual meeting in Columbus on April 27 . 
The paper was published in the proceed-
ings. 
Ram Singh, professor of social work, 
presented a paper titled "Scholastic Achieve-
ment and Motivation: A Strategic Approach 
to Family Treatment" at the MI/M.A::OPP 
Conference in Lansing on April 29. 
James Smither, assistant professor of 
history, wrote an article titled "The St. 
Bartholomew's Day Massacre and Images 
of Kingship in France: 1572-74," which 
was published in the spring issue of The 
Sixteenth Century Journal . 
Colleen Smitherman, associate pro-
fessor of nursing, wrote an article titled "A 
Drug to Ease Attention Deficit-Hyperactiv-
ity Disorder," published in the November/ 
December issue of the American Journal 
of Maternal/Child Nursing . 
David Tanis, director of the Coalition 
for Excellence in Science and Math Educa-
tion, was selected as a Dryfus Master Teacher 
in chemistry by the Michigan Technology 
Council's Science and Technology Quest 
project for providing instruction for high 
school teachers throughout the United 
States. He was honored at an awards ban-
quet on April 22. 
Jean Waldo, Human Resources Office 
staff assistant, served as vice chair for the 
panel on Medical Research at The United 
Way of Michigan 1991 Allocation Confer-
ence, held in Lansing April 28-30. 
Cliff Welch, assistant professor of his-
tory, presented two papers, titled "Putting 
Forward the American Point of View: U.S. 
Involvement in Brazilian Unions, 1945-65" 
and "Rural Populism and the Coffee 
Economy in Sao Paulo, Brazil (1948-58), " 
and organized a panel titled "Looking Ahead 
and Looking Back: U.S. Involvement in the 
Brazilian Labor Movement" at the Latin 
American Studies Association meeting in 
Washington, D.C., on April 5. He pre-
sented a commentary on "Rural Labor Re-
sistance in Yucatan, Mexico," at the Eighth 
Annual Latin American Labor History Con-
ference in Princeton, New Jersey, on April 
20. 
Jeff Yoder, reporter and producer for 
WGVU-FM, gave a presentation on careers 
in radio broadcasting as part of the "Winner's 
Circle" activities at the Ann Kellogg School 
in Battle Creek on April 12. 
John Zaugra , Career Planning and 
Counseling Center counselor, presented a 
workshop titled "Teacher Advisory Pro-
grams: A School-Based Counseling Pro-
gram to Work With America's Troubled 
Youth" at the National Conference on 
Troubled Youth in Milwaukee on April 9. 
